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The Project 

Young Smart Cities will 
deliver a high-quality 
educational tool that 
facilitates the engage-
ment of the youngest 
citizens in Smart City 
solutions. The YSC Por-
tal will include Lesson 
Plans, Trainings, Con-
tests, Forums, 
Knowledge Pills, etc. 
that will help students 
and teachers co-design 
solutions to some of 
the challenges that re-
quire a multidisciplinary 
approach. It will build 
skills that are relevant 
worldwide and support 
pan-European ex-
changes and strengthen 
social cohesion and ac-
tive citizenship. 
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Young Smart Cities is an innovative Eras-
mus+ project. It shows how we can work 
together across generations and institu-
tions to implement young perspectives in 
real cooperation. We are pleased to pre-
sent the actual state of this project to 
you in this third issue of the YSC Newslet-
ter. 
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Foreword                                       
 
Dear Readers, dear Fellow City Shapers, 
 
“Anyone who practises without first having studied the theory is like 
a helmsman who boards his ship without a compass and rudder and 
does not know where he is going.” 
 
Leonardo da Vinci formulated this thought more than five hundred 
years ago, yet it remains highly relevant for education today. 
Since the beginning of the Young Smart Cities project, our work has 
been grounded in a solid theoretical framework, drawing on Problem-
Based Learning (PBL) and  on skills development. These perspectives 
support students in engaging with real-world challenges while foster-
ing transversal and future-oriented competences. We are now pro-
gressively moving into a phase of application, where these theoretical 
foundations are translated into concrete educational experiences. 
 
This transition from theory to practice also includes the events pre-
sented in this newsletter, which were carried out in Spain, Poland, 
Germany and Italy during the European Sustainable Development 
Week (ESDW). Although different in format and focus, these initia-
tives were all connected to the project’s educational objectives and 
embedded in a common European framework. Some activities di-
rectly engaged students in experiential and community-based learn-
ing, while others, such as the workshop held in Pulheim, focused more 
strongly on the pedagogical and didactic dimension, supporting 
teachers in integrating sustainability and smart city topics into their 
everyday teaching practice. 
 
At the same time, the project is now entering its pilot phase, expand-
ing the group of involved schools and testing the first concrete out-
puts. We are very enthusiastic about the progress made so far and 
look forward to the next steps and upcoming results. 
With warm regards, and best wishes for the season, 
 
Prof. Dr. Martin Wortmann 
 
 
 
Secretary General 
Education Alliance of SMEs   
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Project description 
 
YOUNG SMART CITIES  
 
Young Smart Cities propose to equip youth (aged 
12-16) with the right skills to contribute to the 
building and growth of Net Zero Smart Cities and 
join a global network of next-generation leaders 
that will set the trends for a more sustainable and 
healthy life in cities.  
 
Project duration and funding: 3-year project (2024-27), with a budget of EUR 400 000  
 

PROJECT SUMMARY: KNOWLEDGE-BUILDING AND 
ACTION  
Young Smart Cities: After the fruitful meeting in Florence’s Historic Conservatorio 
on March 10th and 11th, now the partners of the Young Smart Cities project are going into 
practice. Project applications have been run in Poland, Italy, Spain and Germany. In the fol-
lowing we have summed up the event. 
 

Project Activities in Spain 
“Eco-Hike and Forest Clean-Up in Anaga Rainforest”

School  
Erasmus Learning Academy SL, Puerto de la Cruz, Tenerife, Spain 

Objectives 
The aim of this activity was to promote environmental awareness and responsible behaviour 
through a hands-on outdoor experience. Participants learned about the European Sustainable 
Development Network (ESDN) and its goals, focusing on sustainability and community engage-
ment. The event connected to SDG 13 (Climate Action) and SDG 15 (Life on Land), encouraging 
participants to protect natural spaces through active participation and ecological responsibility.

Activities and Implementation 
On 2 October 2025, six participants joined an educational hiking and clean-up activity along the 
trail from Mirador Cruz del Carmen to Punta de Hidalgo in the Anaga rainforest. Before the hike, 
they were introduced to the European Sustainable Development Network, its objectives, and
the importance of sustainability in daily actions. 
 
During the hike, participants collected litter found along the trail using biodegradable bags pro-
vided in advance. They also engaged with fellow hikers, raising awareness about forest preser-
vation and distributing three additional reusable bags to encourage others to join the clean-up. 
This activity built on teamwork, environmental education, and outdoor learning methods. It fol-
lowed the previous escape room challenge, which served as an engaging introduction to the 
concepts of sustainability and collaboration. 

Erasmus+ 2023 Call: Partnerships for co-
operation are transnational projects de-
signed to develop and share innovative 
practices and promote cooperation, peer 
learning, and exchanges of experiences in 
the fields of education, training, and youth. 
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Results and Impact 
Participants developed a stronger sense of environmental responsibility and practical under-
standing of sustainability. The activity improved teamwork, communication, and initiative while 
fostering empathy toward nature. Sharing the message with other hikers created a ripple effect 
of positive action. As one participant noted, “It felt empowering to see that our small effort could 
inspire others to take care of the environment too.” 

Visuals 

 
Participants preparing strategy and reading about ESDW. 
 

Project Activities in Italy 
Young Smart Cities: living the green in Florence  

School 
Istituto San Giuseppe, Florence 

Objectives 
The goal of the event was to present the work carried out within the Young Smart Cities project 
to the entire school community (students and parents). We found a practical way to reflect on 
the benefits of living in contact with greenery through a walk in the woods near Florence. 

Activities and Implementation  
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October 3, 2025: The event was organized in three distinct moments. The eighth-grade students 
prepared a presentation of the work they did last school year within the YSC project. They ex-
plained what they learned by writing the knowledge pills and how they got involved with the case 
study provided by the department. The peer education method was decisive in creating a peace-
ful and engaging work environment. The students also presented the project to their parents 
who were impressed by the results. After that the students moved outside Florence to live an 
experience of immersion in the woods near the city and to reflect on the sensations they felt and 
the possibility of finding the same emotions in the city thanks to the development of green areas.

Results and Impact 
It was a sharing event that greatly affected the eighth-grade students who felt important and 
appreciated by their classmates and proud to be part of a European event. Furthermore, the 
idea of giving them an immersive experience was successful because everyone reported sen-
sations of tranquillity and relaxation experienced. "Feeling the silence around me helped me feel 
my thoughts" or "walking in the greenery relieved my anxiety" or even "walking among the trees 
made me feel part of something big". These are some of the thoughts that the students reported.
 

 
Students walking in the woods. 
 

Project Activities in Poland 

School 
PALO (Private Academic High School), Poland 

Objectives 
European Sustainable Development Week. 

Activities and Implementation  
On October 3, 2025, we met at ten: high school grades 1-3 with their teachers and the school
principal, to attend presentations offered by two distinguished guests: the Mayor of the Town of 
Piaseczno, Daniel Putkiewicz, and a representative of the European Commission's office in Po-
land, Przemyslaw Kalinka. Both lectures concerned the topic of sustainable development - the 
first one in the local context, the second one in the European and global context. The lectures 
were followed by workshops developed by our geography teacher (and Young Smart Cities 



6 
 

team member), Kamila Szafranska. Several students who have given major contribution to the 
YSC project so far, were rewarded with special YSC polo shirts. 
 
After the presentations by both gentlemen, there was time for a round of questions – about the 
Green Deal, electric cars, competition with China, but also about detailed plans for the develop-
ment of specific streets and areas in Piaseczno and the surrounding area. We then moved from 
theory to practice, with workshops prepared by Ms. Kamila Szafrańska on the goals and chal-
lenges of sustainable development. Individual classes worked together on their assigned tasks, 
supervised by their teachers, in circles formed in the gym.  

Results and Impact 
The Sustainable Development Week program at PALO has resulted in students developing 
greater environmental awareness and a stronger pro-social attitude. The project work required 
students to create their own solutions, which fostered their creativity, critical thinking, and inno-
vative thinking. The tasks students undertake to promote sustainable development develop not 
only knowledge but, above all, practical skills, attitudes, and values essential for building a better 
future. Students become ambassadors for environmental protection and responsible develop-
ment in their region, the entire country, and the world. After the awards ceremony, sweet treats, 
and a group photo, our workshops on sustainable development were summarized by the princi-
pal, who encouraged high school students to “think globally and act locally”. 
 
 

 
Results 
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Visuals 
 

 
PALO (Private Academic High School), Poland 

 
Sustainable Development in Germany 
How can the topics of sustainability and smart cities be incorporated into middle school lessons? 
Representatives from the chemistry, biology, physics, politics, geography, and computer sci-
ence departments met at the Abtei Gymnasium Pulheim, Germany on October 6 to discuss this 
issue. They invited Joachim Janssen, who worked as an engineer in the field of heating tech-
nology for many years before retiring. His expertise as an engineer, as well as his experience 
from previous projects, e.g., at the Geschwister Scholl Gymnasium Pulheim, was to be incorpo-
rated into the lesson plans. This opened up new opportunities to introduce AGB students to key 
issues in the field of sustainability from different perspectives in various subjects using an action-
oriented approach.  

 

 
Teachers of the Abtei Gymnasium Pulheim, Germany 
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Pilot Phase for Schools (Students aged 12–16) 
The Young Smart Cities pilot phase is currently underway and remains open to schools until the 
end of the current school year. Schools working with students aged 12 to 16 are invited to join 
an international learning community that empowers young people and teachers to explore sus-
tainability and smart city challenges through innovative educational approaches. All information 
about the pilot phase and participation opportunities can be found on the project website 
www.ysc-eu.net, which offers an overview of the initiative and a direct invitation to get involved. 
Visit the website to discover how your school can become part of Young Smart Cities and con-
tribute to shaping the cities of tomorrow. 
 
Partners 
Universität Siegen, Germany 
Der Mittelstand. BVMW e.V., Germany 
Abtei Gymnasium Brauweiler, Germany 
Fondazione AEM, Italy 
Istituto San Giuseppe, Italy 
International School Bologna, Italy 
Erasmus Learning Academy, Spain 
Prywatne Akademickie Liceum Ogólnokształcące (PALO), Piaseczno, Poland 
 
Homepage: 
www.ysc-eu.net/en 
 
Project coordination: 
Dr. Luciana Stortoni-Wortmann 
Mail: stortoni.tvd@uni-siegen.de 
Manuela Bubenzer 
Tel.: +49 (0)271 740 3604 
Fax: +49 (0)271 740 13604 
Mail: manuela.bubenzer@uni-siegen.de 
 
Imprint 
Universität Siegen 
Prof. Dr. Ralph Dreher 
LS für Technikdidaktik am Berufskolleg 
Breite Str. 11, 57076 Siegen 

 


